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Everyone is welcome at Jesus’ Table, and everyone’s voice is needed to tell 
the Good News of God’s love in Christ. 

 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE 
While you are inside the building, sung 

portions of the service are led by the Cantor 
only. 

 
Newcomers and visitors, the community of Dulwich Grove URC welcomes you. 

 
A polite reminder to keep your microphones on mute unless invited to 

unmute. 
 

Please silence all mobile phones / background noise. 
 

Words reproduced under CCLI Licence No. 212756 
 

Service officiated by The Revd Dr Emmanuel Frimpong 

You may join this act of worship online by accessing Zoom (either 
via your phone/tablet/PC) 

 

Zoom Meeting ID 
827 8687 2515 
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O R D E R    O F    S E R V I C E 
 

THE GATHERING 
The moments before worship are a transition from “getting there” to “being 

here.” 
It takes a few minutes to quiet one’s mind, and to become open to the Holy Spirit, 

and ready to participate in the Body of Christ at worship. 
 
The Welcome 
 
Call to Worship 
 

HYMN 
Great God, your love has called us here 
as we, by love, for love were made. 
Your living likeness still we bear, 
though marred, dishonoured, disobeyed; 
we come, with all our heart and mind 
your call to hear, your love to find. 

4 Then take the towel, and break 
the bread, 
and humble us, and call us friends; 
suffer and serve till all are fed, 
and show how grandly love intends 
to work till all creation sings, 
to fill all worlds, to crown all things. 
 

2 We come with self-inflicted pains 
of broken trust and chosen wrong, 
half-free, half-bound by inner chains, 
by social forces swept along, 
by powers and systems close confined, 
yet seeking hope for humankind. 
 

5 Great God, in Christ you set us 
free 
your life to live, your joy to share; 
give us your Spirit's liberty 
to turn from guilt and dull despair 
and offer all that faith can do 
while love is making all things new. 
 

3 Great God, in Christ you call our name, 
and then receive us as your own, 
not through some merit, right or claim, 
but by your gracious love alone; 
we strain to glimpse your mercy-seat 
and find you kneeling at our feet. 

 
 
 

Words B Wren (b.1936) 
Music Abingdon E Routley (1917-1982) 

SINGING THE FAITH 499 
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Prayer of Praise & Adoration 
 
Confession of Sin & Assurance of Pardon 
 
RESPONSE OF PRAISE 
To God be the glory, great things he has done! 
So loved He the world that he gave us his Son, 
who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
and opened the life-gate that all may go in: 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let the earth hear His voice! 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son; 
and give Him the glory – great things he has done! 
 

Words FJ van Alstyne (1820-1915) 
Music WH Doane (1832-1906) 

SINGING THE FAITH 94 
 

THE MINISTRY OF GOD’S WORD 
The Lesson 

Reader A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (8.26-40) 
 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get ready and go south to the road that 
goes from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This road is not used nowadays.) So Philip got 
ready and went. Now an Ethiopian eunuch, who was an important official in 
charge of the treasury of the queen of Ethiopia, was on his way home. He had 
been to Jerusalem to worship God and was going back home in his carriage. As 
he rode along, he was reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. The Holy 
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to that carriage and stay close to it.” Philip ran 
over and heard him reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. He asked 
him, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
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The official replied, “How can I understand unless someone explains it to me?” 
And he invited Philip to climb up and sit in the carriage with him. The passage 
of scripture which he was reading was this: 

 
“He was like a sheep that is taken to be slaughtered, 
    like a lamb that makes no sound when its wool is cut off. 
    He did not say a word. 
 He was humiliated, and justice was denied him. 
    No one will be able to tell about his descendants, 
    because his life on earth has come to an end.” 

 
The official asked Philip, “Tell me, of whom is the prophet saying this? Of 
himself or of someone else?” Then Philip began to speak; starting from this 
passage of scripture, he told him the Good News about Jesus. As they travelled 
down the road, they came to a place where there was some water, and the 
official said, “Here is some water. What is to keep me from being baptized?”  
 
The official ordered the carriage to stop, and both Philip and the official went 
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord took Philip away. The official did not see him 
again, but continued on his way, full of joy. Philip found himself in Azotus; he 
went on to Caesarea, and on the way he preached the Good News in every 
town. 
 

This is the word of the Lord 
All Thanks be to God 

 
The Gospel   

Reader The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (15.1-8) 
 
Jesus said, “I am the real vine, and my Father is the gardener.  He breaks off 
every branch in me that does not bear fruit, and he prunes every branch that 
does bear fruit, so that it will be clean and bear more fruit.  You have been 
made clean already by the teaching I have given you. Remain united to me, 
and I will remain united to you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it can do 
so only if it remains in the vine. In the same way you cannot bear fruit unless 
you remain in me. 
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“I am the vine, and you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in 
them, will bear much fruit; for you can do nothing without me. Those who do 
not remain in me are thrown out like a branch and dry up; such branches are 
gathered up and thrown into the fire, where they are burned. If you remain in 
me and my words remain in you, then you will ask for anything you wish, and 
you shall have it. My Father's glory is shown by your bearing much fruit; and 
in this way you become my disciples. 

 
This is the word of the Lord 

All Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon 
 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
HYMN 
You are the Vine, 
we are the branches, 
keep us abiding in you. 
You are the Vine, 
we are the branches, 
keep us abiding in you. 
 

Then we’ll grow, 
in your love, 
and we’ll go, 
in your name,  
that the world,  
will surely know, 
that you have power to heal 
and to save. 
 

Words and Music D Daniels & R Rigby 
© 1985 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing / 

Vineyard Music Group 
SINGING THE FAITH 258 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Invitation to Communion 
 
The Peace 
President Jesus said, “If you are offering your gift at the altar and there 

remember that your brother or sister has something against 
you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be 
reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.” 

Matthew 5.23-24 
 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be always with you 
All  And also with you. 
 
The Offertory & Offertory Prayer 
President … Accept the praise we offer; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All  Amen. 
 
Sursum Corda & Preface 
President The Lord be with you 
All  And also with you 
President Lift up your hearts 
All  We lift them to the Lord 
President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
All  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
The prayer of thanksgiving continues until 
President [...] Therefore with angels and archangels and the whole 

company of heaven, we worship and adore your glorious name, 
praising you forevermore: 
 

Sanctus  Holy, holy, holy Lord 
(Cantor) God of power of might 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Benedictus Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord 
(Cantor) Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The President continues to pray remembering the mighty acts of God 
 
The Narrative of the Institution of the Lord’s Supper 

 
The President the consecrates the communion elements, invoking the power and 
presence of the Holy Spirit within the same and in us, the body of Christ. 
 
President …Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honour are yours, almighty God, 
now and forever.  

All  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Breaking of the Bread and Blessing of the Cup 
President Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us 
All  therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
President We who are many are one body 
All  because we all share one bread and one cup. 
President The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 

THE COMMUNION 

All who hunger for God are cordially invited to this table to receive the sacrament – 
including children who receive the bread and grapes. 

 
The communion is distributed among the faithful. As is our custom, all partake of 

the bread and wine together once all are served. 
 

        
 



9 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 
1 I am the bread, the bread of life; 
who comes to me will never hunger. 
I am the bread, the bread of heaven; 
who feeds on me will never die. 
And as you eat, remember me, 
my body broken on the tree: 
my life was given to set you free, 
and I'm alive for evermore. 
 

3 So eat this bread and drink this wine, 
and as you do, receive this life of mine. 
All that I am, I give to you, 
that you may live for evermore. 
 

 
 
 

2 I am the vine, the living vine; 
apart from me you can do nothing. 
I am the vine, the real vine: 
abide in me and I in you. 
And as you drink, remember me, 
my blood was shed upon the tree: 
my life was given to set you free, 
and I'm alive for evermore. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Words & Music Brian Hoare (b.1935) 
© Brian Hoare / Jubilate Hymns 

SINGING THE FAITH 587 

 

THE SENDING FORTH 
Prayer after Communion 
President Almighty God, 

you provide the true bread from heaven, 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord: 

All Grant that we who have received the Sacrament  
of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, 
that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, 
now and forever.  
Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
hearts to heaven and voices raise; 
sing to God a hymn of gladness, 
sing to God a hymn of praise; 
he who on the Cross a victim 
for the world's salvation bled, 
Jesus Christ, the King of glory, 
now is risen from the dead. 
 

3 Christ is risen, we are risen; 
shed upon us heavenly grace, 
rain, and dew, and gleams of glory 
from the brightness of thy face; 
so that we, with hearts in heaven, 
here on earth may fruitful be,  
and by angel hands be gathered, 
and be ever, Lord, with thee. 
 

2 Christ is risen, Christ the firstfruits 
of the holy harvest field, 
which will all its full abundance 
at his second coming yield; 
then the golden ears of harvest 
will their heads before him wave, 
ripened by his glorious sunshine, 
from the furrows of the grave. 
 

4 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Glory be to God on high; 
Alleluia to the Saviour, 
who has gained the victory; 
Alleluia to the Spirit, 
fount of love and sanctity: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
to the blessed Trinity. 

 

Words C Wordsworth (1807-1885) 
Music Lux Eoi AS Sullivan (1842-1900) 

CHURCH HYMNARY 4 427 
 

Benediction & Dismissal 

 
 


