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EPIPHANY LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 



 

 

 
 

Newcomers and visitors, the community of Dulwich Grove URC welcomes you. 

 
A polite reminder that if you are attending via Zoom to keep your 

microphones on mute unless invited to unmute. 
 

Please silence all mobile phones / background noise. 
 

 

  

You may join this act of worship online by accessing Zoom (either 
via your phone/tablet/PC) 

 

Zoom Meeting ID 
827 8687 2515 

 
If joining using a mobile phone ensure you dial-in with audio 



ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

THE GATHERING RITE 
The moments before worship are a transition from “getting there” to “being 

here.”  
 

It takes a few minutes to quiet one’s mind, and to draw near and into the 
presence and mystery of God, become open to the Holy Spirit, and ready to 

participate in the Body of Christ at worship. 
 
Welcome & Call to Worship 
Officiant Let us wait upon the Lord, God of heaven and earth. 

Let us worship God in spirit and in truth. 

 

HYMN 

 worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 

with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 
 
Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness: 
high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
 
Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 
 
These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
he will accept for the name that is dear; 
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 
 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 

 

O 



 
Introduction & Bidding 
 
Confession of Sin & Assurance of Pardon 
 

SONG OF PRAISE 
ail, thou Source of every blessing, 
Sovereign Father of mankind! 

Gentiles now, thy grace possessing, 
in thy courts admission find. 
 
Once far off, but now invited, 
we approach thy sacred throne; 
in thy covenant united, 
reconciled, redeemed, made one. 
 
Now revealed to eastern sages, 
see the Star of mercy shine, 
mystery hid in former ages, 
mystery great of love divine. 
 
Hail, thou universal Saviour! 
Gentiles now their offerings bring, 
in thy temple seek thy favour, 
Jesu Christ, our Lord and King. 
 

Basil Wood (1760-1831) 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
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THE MINISTRY OF GOD’S WORD 

The Lesson  
 

n the beginning the Word already existed; the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. From the very beginning the Word was with God. Through 

him God made all things; not one thing in all creation was made without him. 
The Word was the source of life, and this life brought light to people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it out. 
 
God sent his messenger, a man named John, who came to tell people about the 
light, so that all should hear the message and believe. He himself was not the 
light; he came to tell about the light. This was the real light—the light that comes 
into the world and shines on all people. 
 
The Word was in the world, and though God made the world through him, yet 
the world did not recognize him. He came to his own country, but his own 
people did not receive him. Some, however, did receive him and believed in him; 
so he gave them the right to become God's children. They did not become God's 
children by natural means, that is, by being born as the children of a human 
father; God himself was their Father. 
 
The Word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among us. 
We saw his glory, the glory which he received as the Father's only Son. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

John 1.1-14 
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HYMN 
ord of God, renew your people, 
make us now your living sign. 

Recreate us for your purpose 
in this place and in this time. 
 
Word of hope and Word of healing, 
make us now your living sign. 
Recreate us for your purpose  
in this place and in this time. 
 
Word of peace and Word of justice, 
make us now your living sign. 
Recreate us for your purpose  
in this place and in this time. 
 
God alone the power we trust in, 
make us now your living sign. 
Recreate us for your purpose  
in this place and in this time. 
 
To the waters lead your people, 
make us now your living sign. 
Recreate us for your purpose  
in this place and in this time. 
 

Word: Bernadette Farrell (b. 1957) 
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Lesson    
 

rise, Jerusalem, and shine like the sun; 
The glory of the Lord is shining on you! 

 

Other nations will be covered by darkness, 
But on you the light of the Lord will shine; 
The brightness of his presence will be with you. 
Nations will be drawn to your light, 
And kings to the dawning of your new day. 
 
Look around you and see what is happening: 
Your people are gathering to come home! 
Your sons will come from far away; 
Your daughters will be carried like children. 
 
You will see this and be filled with joy; 
You will tremble with excitement. 
The wealth of the nations will be brought to you; 
From across the sea their riches will come. 
 

Great caravans of camels will come, from Midian and Ephah. 
They will come from Sheba, bringing gold and incense. 
 
“No longer will the sun be your light by day 
Or the moon be your light by night; 
I, the Lord, will be your eternal light; 
The light of my glory will shine on you. 
 

Your days of grief will come to an end. 
I, the Lord, will be your eternal light, 
More lasting than the sun and moon. 
 

Thanks be to God. 
Isaiah 60.1-6; 19-20 
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HYMN 
he race that long in darkness pined 
have seen a glorious light; 

the people dwell in day, who dwelt 
in death’s surrounding night. 
 
To hail thee, Sun of Righteousness, 
the gathering nations come, 
rejoicing as when reapers bear 
their harvest treasures home. 
 
To us a child of hope is born, 
to us a Son is given; 
him shall the tribes of earth obey, 
him all the hosts of heaven. 
 
His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 
for evermore adored, 
the Wonderful, the Counsellor, 
the great and mighty Lord. 
 
His power increasing still shall spread, 
his reign no end shall know; 
justice shall guard his throne above, 
and peace abound below. 
 

Isaiah 9.2-3a, 6, 7 
para. John Morison (1750-98) (alt.) 
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The Lesson 
 

each the king to judge with your righteousness, O God; 
    share with him your own justice, 

so that he will rule over your people with justice 
    and govern the oppressed with righteousness. 
 
 May the land enjoy prosperity; 
    may it experience righteousness. 
May the king judge the poor fairly; 
    may he help the needy 
    and defeat their oppressors. 
 
May your people worship you as long as the sun shines, 
    as long as the moon gives light, for ages to come. 
May the king be like rain on the fields, 
    like showers falling on the land. 
 
May righteousness flourish in his lifetime, 
    and may prosperity last as long as the moon gives light. 
His kingdom will reach from sea to sea, 
    from the Euphrates to the ends of the earth. 
 
The peoples of the desert will bow down before him; 
    his enemies will throw themselves to the ground. 
The kings of Spain and of the islands will offer him gifts; 
    the kings of Sheba and Seba will bring him offerings. 
 
All kings will bow down before him; 
    all nations will serve him. 
He rescues the poor who call to him, 
    and those who are needy and neglected. 
 
He has pity on the weak and poor; 
    he saves the lives of those in need. 
He rescues them from oppression and violence; 
    their lives are precious to him. 
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Long live the king! 
    May he be given gold from Sheba;  
    may prayers be said for him at all times; 
    may God's blessings be on him always! 
 

May there be plenty of grain in the land; 
    may the hills be covered with crops, 
    as fruitful as those of Lebanon. 
May the cities be filled with people, 
    like fields full of grass. 
 
May the king's name never be forgotten; 
    may his fame last as long as the sun. 
May all nations ask God to bless them 
    as he has blessed the king.  
 
Praise the Lord, the God of Israel! 
He alone does these wonderful things. 
Praise his glorious name forever! 
May his glory fill the whole world. 
Amen! Amen! 
 
 Thanks be to God 

Psalm 72 
 
  



Lesson    
 

esus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea, during the time when Herod 
was king. Soon afterward, some men who studied the stars came from the East 

to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the baby born to be the king of the Jews? We 
saw his star when it came up in the east, and we have come to worship him.” 
 

When King Herod heard about this, he was very upset, and so was everyone else 
in Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests and the teachers of the Law 
and asked them, “Where will the Messiah be born?” “In the town of Bethlehem 
in Judea,” they answered. “For this is what the prophet wrote: 
 

 ‘Bethlehem in the land of Judah, 
    you are by no means the least of the leading cities of Judah; 
for from you will come a leader 
    who will guide my people Israel.’” 
 

So Herod called the visitors from the East to a secret meeting and found out from 
them the exact time the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem with 
these instructions: “Go and make a careful search for the child; and when you 
find him, let me know, so that I too may go and worship him.” 
 
And so they left, and on their way they saw the same star they had seen in the 
East. When they saw it, how happy they were, what joy was theirs! It went ahead 
of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. They went into the 
house, and when they saw the child with his mother Mary, they knelt down and 
worshiped him. They brought out their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, 
and presented them to him. 
 
Then they returned to their country by another road, since God had warned 
them in a dream not to go back to Herod. 
 
 Thanks be to God 

Matthew 2.1-12 
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HYMN 

 

e three kings of Orient are; 

bearing gifts we traverse afar 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain 

following yonder star: 

 

O star of wonder, star of night 

Star with royal beauty bright 

Westward leading, still proceeding 

Guide us to thy perfect light 

 

Born a King on Bethlehem plain, 

gold I bring, to crown Him again 

King forever, ceasing never, 

over us all to reign: 

O Star of wonder, star of night… 

 

Frankincense to offer have I; 

incense owns a Deity nigh 

prayer and praising, all men raising 

worship Him, God most high: 

O Star of wonder, star of night… 

 

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 

breathes of life of gathering gloom 

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

sealed in the stone-cold tomb: 

O Star of wonder, star of night… 

 

Glorious now behold Him arise 

King and God and Sacrifice 

alleluia, alleluia 

earth to heav'n replies 

O Star of wonder, star of night…  
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Lesson    
 

fter they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph and 
said, “Herod will be looking for the child in order to kill him. So get up, take 

the child and his mother and escape to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you to 
leave.” Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and left during the night for 
Egypt, where he stayed until Herod died. This was done to make come true what 
the Lord had said through the prophet, “I called my Son out of Egypt.” 
 
When Herod realized that the visitors from the East had tricked him, he was 
furious. He gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its neighbourhood 
who were two years old and younger—this was done in accordance with what he 
had learned from the visitors about the time when the star had appeared. 
In this way what the prophet Jeremiah had said came true: 
 

“A sound is heard in Ramah, 
    the sound of bitter weeping. 
Rachel is crying for her children; 
    she refuses to be comforted, 
    for they are dead.” 

 
After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go back to the land of 
Israel, because those who tried to kill the child are dead.” So Joseph got up, took 
the child and his mother, and went back to Israel. 
 

But when Joseph heard that Archelaus had succeeded his father Herod as king of 
Judea, he was afraid to go there. He was given more instructions in a dream, so he 
went to the province of Galilee and made his home in a town named Nazareth. 
And so what the prophets had said came true: “He will be called a Nazarene.” 
 
 Thanks be to God 

Matthew 2.13-23 
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HYMN 
hy, Herod, so unpitying, 
so fearful of the new-born king? 

He seeks no mortal sovereignty 
who reigns as God eternally. 
 
The magi, travelling so far, 
preceded by his natal star, 
have sought, with gifts, the helpless mite, 
and humbly greet the Light of Light. 
 
Baptised for us, the Holy One, 
the Lamb of God, proclaimed by John, 
still comes to cleanse our guilt today, 
and take the whole world’s sin away. 
 
Faith springs to being at the sign 
of water which is poured as wine; 
and all his glory and our good 
are in the shedding of his blood. 
 
Now, Christ, your glory is unfurled 
across the nations of world; 
in humble love, revealed as Lord, 
you reign, eternally adored.   

Caelius Sedulius c.450 
Tr. Alan Guant (b.1935) 
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Lesson    
 

he Jewish authorities in Jerusalem sent some priests and Levites to John to 
ask him, “Who are you?” John did not refuse to answer, but spoke out openly 

and clearly, saying: “I am not the Messiah.” “Who are you, then?” they asked. “Are 
you Elijah?” “No, I am not,” John answered. “Are you the Prophet?” they asked. 
“No,” he replied. “Then tell us who you are,” they said. “We have to take an answer 
back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” John answered by 
quoting the prophet Isaiah: 
 

“I am ‘the voice of someone shouting in the desert: 
    Make a straight path for the Lord to travel!’” 

 
The messengers, who had been sent by the Pharisees, then asked John, “If you 
are not the Messiah nor Elijah nor the Prophet, why do you baptize?”  John 
answered, “I baptize with water, but among you stands the one you do not 
know. He is coming after me, but I am not good enough even to untie his 
sandals.” 
 

All this happened in Bethany on the east side of the Jordan River, where John was 
baptizing. The next day John saw Jesus coming to him, and said, “There is the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
 
Then is sung 

ehold the lamb of God, 
behold the lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin, 
the sin of the world. 

 
his is the one I was talking about when I said, ‘A man is coming after me, but 
he is greater than I am, because he existed before I was born.’ I did not know 

who he would be, but I came baptizing with water in order to make him known 
to the people of Israel.” 
 
 And John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down like a dove from 
heaven and stay on him. I still did not know that he was the one, but God, who 
sent me to baptize with water, had said to me, ‘You will see the Spirit come down 
and stay on a man; he is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  I have seen 
it,” said John, “and I tell you that he is the Son of God.” 
 

Thanks be to God. 
John 1.19-29; 30-34 

T 
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HYMN 

 
 thou who camest from above 
the fire celestial to impart, 

kindle a flame of sacred love 
on the mean altar of my heart! 
 
There let it for thy glory burn 
with inextinguishable blaze, 
and trembling to its source return 
in humble prayer and fervent praise. 
 
Jesus, confirm my heart's desire 
to work, and speak, and think for thee; 
still let me guard the holy fire, 
and still stir up the gift in me. 
 
Ready for all thy perfect will, 
my acts of faith and love repeat; 
till death thy endless mercies seal, 
and make the sacrifice complete. 
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Lesson    

 
or this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles, 
pray to God. Surely you have heard that God in his grace has given me this 

work to do for your good. God revealed his secret plan and made it known to me. 
(I have written briefly about this, and if you will read what I have written, you 
can learn about my understanding of the secret of Christ.) In past times human 
beings were not told this secret, but God has revealed it now by the Spirit to his 
holy apostles and prophets. The secret is that by means of the gospel the Gentiles 
have a part with the Jews in God's blessings; they are members of the same body 
and share in the promise that God made through Christ Jesus. 
 

I was made a servant of the gospel by God's special gift, which he gave me 
through the working of his power. I am less than the least of all God's people; yet 
God gave me this privilege of taking to the Gentiles the Good News about the 
infinite riches of Christ, and of making all people see how God's secret plan is to 
be put into effect. God, who is the Creator of all things, kept his secret hidden 
through all the past ages, in order that at the present time, by means of the 
church, the angelic rulers and powers in the heavenly world might learn of his 
wisdom in all its different forms.  God did this according to his eternal purpose, 
which he achieved through Christ Jesus our Lord. In union with Christ and 
through our faith in him we have the boldness to go into God's presence with all 
confidence. 
 
 Thanks be to God. 

Ephesians 3.1-12 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
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 CLOSING HYMN 706 Christ be our light  

   
The Grace 
All May the Grace  

of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with us all, evermore. Amen. 

 
Postlude 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness.  
Longing for truth, we turn to you.  
Make us your own, your holy people,  
light for the world to see.  
 

Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness.  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in your church gathered 
today.  

 

2. Longing for peace, our world is troubled.  
Longing for hope, many despair.  
Your word alone has power to save us.  
Make us your living voice. 

refrain 

 

3. Longing for food, many are hungry.  
Longing for water, many still thirst.  
Make us your bread, broken for others,  
shared until all are fed. 

refrain 

 

4. Longing for shelter, many are homeless.  
Longing for warmth, many are cold.  
Make us your building, sheltering others,  
walls made of living stone. 

refrain 

 
5. Many the gifts, many the people,  
many the hearts that yearn to belong.  
Let us be servants to one another,  
making your kingdom come. 

refrain 

 

 


