
Order of Service for Watchnight Service 

31st December 2020 

Call to Worship 

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God.’ 

Jesus says,  “I am the Alpha and the Omega”. 

  “I am the first and the last.” 

  “I am the beginning and the end.” 

Come, let us worship the Eternal God. 

Hymn:  

 

1. O God, our help in ages past, 
  our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
  and our eternal home.  

 

2. Under the shadow of thy throne 
  thy saints have dwelt secure; 
sufficient is thine arm alone, 
  and our defence is sure.  

 

3. Before the hills in order stood 
  or earth received her frame, 
from everlasting thou art God, 
  to endless years the same.  

 

4. A thousand ages in thy sight 
  are like an evening gone; 
short as the watch that ends the night 
  before the rising sun.  

 

5. Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
  bears all its sons away; 
they fly forgotten, as a dream 
  dies at the opening day.  

 

6. O God, our help in ages past, 
  our hope for years to come, 
be thou our guard while life shall last, 
  and our eternal home.  

  

[Isaac Watts (1674-1748)] 

 

Opening Prayer  



Bible Reading   - Mark 13: 1-10 [GNB] 

As Jesus was leaving the Temple, one of his disciples said, “Look, Teacher! What 
wonderful stones and buildings!” 

2 Jesus answered, “You see these great buildings? Not a single stone here will be left in 
its place; every one of them will be thrown down.” 

3 Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, across from the Temple, when Peter, James, 
John, and Andrew came to him in private. 4 “Tell us when this will be,” they said, “and 
tell us what will happen to show that the time has come for all these things to take 
place.” 

5 Jesus said to them, “Watch out, and don't let anyone fool you. 6 Many men, claiming 
to speak for me, will come and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will fool many people. 7 And 
don't be troubled when you hear the noise of battles close by and news of battles far 
away. Such things must happen, but they do not mean that the end has come. 
8 Countries will fight each other; kingdoms will attack one another. There will be 
earthquakes everywhere, and there will be famines. These things are like the first pains 
of childbirth. 

9 “You yourselves must watch out. You will be arrested and taken to court. You will be 
beaten in the synagogues; you will stand before rulers and kings for my sake to tell 
them the Good News. 10 But before the end comes, the gospel must be preached to all 
peoples.  

 

Time for silent reflection on the travails of 2020 

 

Prayer of Lament and Lord’s Prayer 

  



Bible Reading  – Revelation 21: 1-7 [GNB] 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and the first earth 
disappeared, and the sea vanished. 2 And I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared and ready, like a bride dressed to 
meet her husband. 3 I heard a loud voice speaking from the throne: “Now God's home 
is with people! He will live with them, and they shall be his people. God himself will be 
with them, and he will be their God. 4 He will wipe away all tears from their eyes. 
There will be no more death, no more grief or crying or pain. The old things have 
disappeared.” 

5 Then the one who sits on the throne said, “And now I make all things new!” He also 
said to me, “Write this, because these words are true and can be trusted.” 6 And he 
said, “It is done! I am the first and the last, the beginning and the end. To anyone who 
is thirsty I will give the right to drink from the spring of the water of life without 
paying for it. 7 Those who win the victory will receive this from me: I will be their God, 
and they will be my children.  

Time for silent reflection on the potential of 2021 

Prayer of Dedication 

Hymn 

1.Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,  
pilgrim through this barren land;  
I am weak, but thou art mighty;  
hold me with thy powerful hand: 
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven,  
feed me now and evermore;  
feed me now and evermore.  

 
2. Open thou the crystal fountain  
whence the healing stream shall flow;  
let the fiery, cloudy pillar  
lead me all my journey through:  
strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer,  
be thou still my strength and shield;  
be thou still my strength and shield.  

 
3. When I tread the verge of Jordan,  
bid my anxious fears subside;  
death of death, and hell's destruction,  
land me safe on Canaan's side: 
songs of praises, songs of praises,  
I will ever give to thee;  
I will ever give to thee.  

[William Williams (1717-1791), translated by Peter Williams (1727-1796)] 

 



 

Closing Responses 

Minister: Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega.  
ALL:  We will trust him always. 
 
Minister: Jesus is the first and the last.  
ALL:  We will follow him always. 
 
Minister: Jesus is the beginning and the end. 
ALL:  We will serve him always. 
 

Final Blessing 

May the Eternal God, 
God of past, present and future, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
surround you at all times with his love 
and fill you with his Spirit 
today and throughout the year to come. 
Amen. 


