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Order of Service 
 

The Welcome and Opening Responses 
 

Officiant  Light looked down 
   and saw darkness. 
All  ‘I will go there,’ said Light. 
 
Officiant  Peace looked down 
   and saw war. 
All  ‘I will go there,’ said Peace. 
 
Officiant  Love looked down 
   and saw hatred. 
All  ‘I will go there,’ said Love. 
 
Officiant  So he, 
   the Lord of Light, 
   the Prince of Peace, 
   the King of Love, 
   came down 
   and crept in 
   beside us. 

[© 1997 WGRG, Iona Community] 



- 4 - 

 

Carol  
1. Once in royal David's city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

2. He came down to earth from heaven, 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall; 
with the needy, poor and lowly, 
lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 
3. And our eyes at last shall see him, 

through his own redeeming love, 
for that child so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 

 
4. Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him; but in heaven, 
set at God's right hand on high; 
there his children gather round 
bright like stars, with glory crowned. 

[Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895)] 

Opening Prayers 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
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Bible Reading 
Reader A reading from Isaiah 52. 7-10 [GNB] 

How wonderful it is to see 
    a messenger coming across the mountains, 
    bringing good news, the news of peace! 
He announces victory and says to Zion, 
    “Your God is king!” 
8 Those who guard the city are shouting, 
    shouting together for joy. 
They can see with their own eyes 
    the return of the LORD to Zion. 

9 Break into shouts of joy, 
    you ruins of Jerusalem! 
The LORD will rescue his city 
    and comfort his people. 
10 The LORD will use his holy power; 
    he will save his people, 
    and all the world will see it. 
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Carol 

1. Of the Father’s love begotten 
ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, 
he the source, the ending he, 
of the things that are, that have been, 
and that future years shall see: 
evermore and evermore. 

2. By his word was all created; 
he commanded; it was done! 
earth and sky and boundless ocean, 
universe of three in one; 
all that sees the moon’s soft radiance, 
all that breathes beneath the sun, 
evermore and evermore. 

3. This is he whom seers in old time 
chanted of with one accord, 
whom the voices of the prophets 
promised in their faithful word; 
now he shines, the long-expected; 
let creation praise its Lord, 
evermore and evermore. 

4. O you heights of heaven, adore him; 
angel hosts, his praises sing; 
all dominions bow before him, 
and extol our God and King; 
let no tongue on earth be silent, 
every voice in concert sing, 
evermore and evermore. 

[Aurelis Clemens Prudentis (348-c.413),  

translated by J. M. Neale (1811-1866) & H. W. Baker (1821-1877)] 
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Bible Reading 
Reader A reading from Matthew 1. 18-25 [GNB] 

This was how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. His mother Mary was engaged to Joseph, but 
before they were married, she found out that she was going to have a baby by the Holy Spirit. 
19 Joseph was a man who always did what was right, but he did not want to disgrace Mary publicly; 
so he made plans to break the engagement privately. 20 While he was thinking about this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, descendant of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary to be your wife. For it is by the Holy Spirit that she has conceived. 21 She will have a son, and 
you will name him Jesus—because he will save his people from their sins.” 

22 Now all this happened in order to make come true what the Lord had said through the prophet, 
23 “A virgin will become pregnant and have a son, and he will be called Immanuel” (which means, 
“God is with us”). 

24 So when Joseph woke up, he married Mary, as the angel of the Lord had told him to. 25 But he had 
no sexual relations with her before she gave birth to her son. And Joseph named him Jesus. 
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Carol 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 

2 O morning stars, together 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to all the earth! 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wond’ring love. 
 
3 How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him still 
the dear Christ enters in. 

4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in; 
be born in us today! 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Immanuel! 

[Philip Brooks (1835-1893)] 
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Bible Reading 
Reader  A reading from Luke 2. 1-7 

At that time Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the Roman Empire. 2 When 
this first census took place, Quirinius was the governor of Syria. 3 Everyone, then, went to register 
himself, each to his own hometown. 

4 Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in Judea, the 
birthplace of King David. Joseph went there because he was a descendant of David. 5 He went to 
register with Mary, who was promised in marriage to him. She was pregnant, 6 and while they were 
in Bethlehem, the time came for her to have her baby. 7 She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him 
in cloths and laid him in a manger—there was no room for them to stay in the inn. 

Carol 

1 Silent night, holy night: 
sleeps the world; hid from sight, 
Mary and Joseph in stable bare 
watch o'er the child belovèd and fair, 
sleeping in heavenly rest, 
sleeping in heavenly rest. 

2 Silent night, holy night: 
shepherds first saw the light, 
heard resounding clear and long, 
far and near, the angel-song, 
'Christ the Redeemer is here!' 
'Christ the Redeemer is here!' 

3 Silent night, holy night: 
Son of God, O how bright 
love is smiling from your face! 
Strikes for us now the hour of grace, 
Jesus, Lord at your birth. 
Jesus, Lord at your birth. 

[Joseph Mohr (1792-1848)] 
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Bible Reading  
Reader  A reading from Luke 2. 8-20 

There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were spending the night in the fields, 
taking care of their flocks. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
over them. They were terribly afraid, 10 but the angel said to them, “Don't be afraid! I am here with 
good news for you, which will bring great joy to all the people. 11 This very day in David's town your 
Saviour was born—Christ the Lord! 12 And this is what will prove it to you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels appeared with the angel, singing praises to God: 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and peace on earth to those with whom he is pleased!” 

15 When the angels went away from them back into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let's 
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and saw the baby lying in the manger. 17 When the 
shepherds saw him, they told them what the angel had said about the child. 18 All who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds said. 19 Mary remembered all these things and thought deeply about 
them. 20 The shepherds went back, singing praises to God for all they had heard and seen; it had 
been just as the angel had told them. 
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Carol 

1. While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
all seated on the ground, 
the angel of the Lord came down 
and glory shone around. 
 
2. 'Fear not,' said he (for mighty dread 
had seized their troubled mind), 
'glad tidings of great joy I bring 
to you and humankind. 
 
3. 'To you in David's town this day 
is born of David's line 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 
and this shall be the sign: 
 
4. 'The heavenly babe you there shall find 
to human view displayed, 
all meanly wrapped in swaddling bands 
and in a manger laid.' 
 
5. Thus spoke the seraph, and forthwith 
appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus 
addressed their joyful song: 
 
6. 'All glory be to God on high, 
and to the world be peace; 
goodwill henceforth from heaven to earth 
begin and never cease.' 
 

[Nahum Tate (1652-1715)] 



- 12 - 

 

Bible Reading 

Reader  A reading from Matthew 2. 1-12 

Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea, during the time when Herod was king. Soon 
afterward, some men who studied the stars came from the East to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is 
the baby born to be the king of the Jews? We saw his star when it came up in the east, and we have 
come to worship him.” 

3 When King Herod heard about this, he was very upset, and so was everyone else in Jerusalem. 4 He 
called together all the chief priests and the teachers of the Law and asked them, “Where will the 
Messiah be born?” 

5 “In the town of Bethlehem in Judea,” they answered. “For this is what the prophet wrote: 

6 ‘Bethlehem in the land of Judah, 
    you are by no means the least of the leading cities of Judah; 
for from you will come a leader 
    who will guide my people Israel.’” 

7 So Herod called the visitors from the East to a secret meeting and found out from them the exact 
time the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem with these instructions: “Go and 
make a careful search for the child; and when you find him, let me know, so that I too may go and 
worship him.” 

9-10 And so they left, and on their way they saw the same star they had seen in the East. When they 
saw it, how happy they were, what joy was theirs! It went ahead of them until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 11 They went into the house, and when they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, they knelt down and worshiped him. They brought out their gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh, and presented them to him. 

12 Then they returned to their country by another road, since God had warned them in a dream not 
to go back to Herod. 
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Carol 

The first Nowell the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields as they lay, keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Refrain: 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
born is the King of Israel. 
 
They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east beyond them far, 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night. Refrain 
 
And by the light of that same star 
three wise men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. Refrain 
 
This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest, 
and there it did both stop and stay 
right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain 
 
Then entered in those wise men three 
full reverently upon their knee, 
and offered there in his presence 
their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. Refrain  
 
Then let us all with one accord 
sing praises to our heavenly Lord; 
that hath made heaven and earth of nought, 
and with his blood mankind hath bought. Refrain 
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Prayers of Intercession 

Carol 

1 O come, O come, Immanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

2 O come, O come, O Lord of might 
who to your tribes on Sinai's height, 
in ancient times did give the law, 
in cloud, and majesty and awe: 
Rejoice! Rejoice!... 

3 O come, O Rod of Jesse, free 
your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
from depths of hell your people save 
and give them victory o’er the grave: 
Rejoice! Rejoice!... 

4 O come, O Key of David, come, 
and open wide our heavenly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice!... 

5 O come, O Day-spring, come and cheer 
our spirits by your advent here; 
dispel the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight: 
Rejoice! Rejoice!... 

[Latin, 18th century, translated by John Mason Neale (1811-1866)] 
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Bible Reading 
Reader  A reading from John 1. 1-14 

In the beginning the Word already existed; the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 From 
the very beginning the Word was with God. 3 Through him God made all things; not one thing in all 
creation was made without him. 4 The Word was the source of life, and this life brought light to 
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it out. 

6 God sent his messenger, a man named John, 7 who came to tell people about the light, so that all 
should hear the message and believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came to tell about the light. 
9 This was the real light—the light that comes into the world and shines on all people. 

10 The Word was in the world, and though God made the world through him, yet the world did not 
recognize him. 11 He came to his own country, but his own people did not receive him. 12 Some, 
however, did receive him and believed in him; so he gave them the right to become God's children. 
13 They did not become God's children by natural means, that is, by being born as the children of a 
human father; God himself was their Father. 

14 The Word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among us. We saw his glory, 
the glory which he received as the Father's only Son. 



- 16 - 

 

Carol  

1 Hark! The herald angels sing 
glory to the new-born King, 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with th'angelic host proclaim: 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem." 

Refrain: 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new-born King" 

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with men to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel: [Refrain] 

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that man no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, 
born to give them second birth: [Refrain] 

[Charles Wesley (1707-1788)] 

Benediction 


