
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nativity of our Lord 
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Merry Christmas!  
 

 

Words reproduced under CCLI Licence No. 212756 

 

In these uncertain times, the setting aside of time and space for worship 

demands a conscious transition from “getting there” to “being here.” It 

takes a few minutes to quiet one’s mind, and to become open to the 

Holy Spirit, and ready to participate in the Body of Christ at worship. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT IF YOU ARE ATTENDING WORSHIP ON 

CHURCH PREMISES YOU ARE NOT PERMITTED TO SING. 
 

 

The cover artwork is 

Two shepherds in a field (King’s MS 37 f.52v). 

You may join this act of worship online by accessing Zoom (either 

via your phone/tablet/PC) 

 

Zoom Meeting ID 

827 8687 2515 

 
If joining using a mobile phone ensure you dial-in with audio 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

THE GATHERING RITE 
The Welcome & Call to Worship 

 

CAROL 

 come all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him 

born the King of Angels: 
 

O come let us adore him, 

O come let us adore him, 

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

God of God, 

Light of Light, 

lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 

very God, 

begotten not created:   O come, etc. 

 

See how the shepherds, 

summoned to his cradle 

leaving their flocks draw nigh to gaze 

we too will thither, 

bend our joyful footsteps:  O come, etc. 

 

 

 

O 
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Lo! Star-led chieftains, 

magi, Christ adoring, 

offer him incense, gold and myrrh, 

we to the Christ child, 

bring our hearts’ oblations:  O come, etc. 

 

Child for us sinners, 

poor and in the manger, 

fain we embrace thee, with awe and love; 

who would not love thee, 

loving us so dearly?   O come, etc. 

 

Sing, choirs of angels,  

sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above; 

‘Glory to God  

in the highest:’    O come, etc. 

 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

born this happy morning, 

Jesu, to thee be glory given. 

Word of the Father, 

now in flesh appearing.   O come, etc 

 

Words & Music JF Wade (c. 1711-1786) arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

 

Prayer of Praise 

 

Confession of Sin & Assurance of Pardon 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
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THE MINISTRY OF GOD’S WORD 
The Lesson   

Reader  A reading from the Book of Isaiah [9.2-7] (GNB) 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

They lived in a land of shadows, but now light is shining on them. 

 

You have given them great joy, Lord; you have made them happy. 

They rejoice in what you have done, as people rejoice when they 

harvest grain or when they divide captured wealth. 

 

For you have broken the yoke that burdened them and the rod 

that beat their shoulders. You have defeated the nation that 

oppressed and exploited your people, just as you defeated the 

army of Midian long ago. 

 

The boots of the invading army and all their bloodstained clothing 

will be destroyed by fire. 

 

A child is born to us! A son is given to us! And he will be our ruler. 

He will be called, “Wonderful Counselor,” “Mighty God,” “Eternal 

Father,” “Prince of Peace.” 

 

His royal power will continue to grow his kingdom will always be 

at peace. He will rule as King David's successor, basing his power 

on right and justice, from now until the end of time. The Lord 

Almighty is determined to do all this. 

 

Thanks be to God. 
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Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 

¶ The Christ candle is lit. The following response is sung 

 

dvent candles tell their story 

on this Christmas Day. 

Those who waited for God’s glory: 

they prepared the way. 

Christ is with us: loving, giving, 

in us living, here today!  
 Words Mark Earey (b. 1965) 

 

A 
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The Gospel 

Reader The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

[2.1-14] (GNB) 

 

At that time Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken 

throughout the Roman Empire. When this first census took place, 

Quirinius was the governor of Syria. Everyone, then, went to 

register himself, each to his own hometown. 

 

Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of 

Bethlehem in Judea, the birthplace of King David. Joseph went 

there because he was a descendant of David. He went to register 

with Mary, who was promised in marriage to him. She was 

pregnant, and while they were in Bethlehem, the time came for 

her to have her baby. She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him 

in cloths and laid him in a manger—there was no room for them 

to stay in the inn. 

 

There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were 

spending the night in the fields, taking care of their flocks. An 

angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone over them. They were terribly afraid, but the angel said to 

them, “Don't be afraid! I am here with good news for you, which 

will bring great joy to all the people. This very day in David's town 

your Saviour was born—Christ the Lord! And this is what will 

prove it to you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in 

a manger.” 

 

Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels appeared with the angel, 

singing praises to God: 
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“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and peace on earth to those with whom he is pleased!” 

 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord 

All  Thanks be to God 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

THE SENDING FORTH 
CAROL 

Come and join the celebration  

It's a very special day  

Come and share our jubilation;  

There's a new King born today!  

  

See, the shepherds hurry down to Bethlehem,  

Gaze in wonder at the Son of God who lay before them: 

Refrain 

  

Wise men journey, led to worship by a star  

Kneel in homage bringing precious gifts from lands afar, so  

Refrain 

  

 "God is with us" round the world the message bring  

He is with us "Welcome", all the bells on earth are pealing  

Refrain 
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Benediction and Dismissal 

Minister Return now to your homes to continue  
celebrating the incarnation of our Lord. 

 
May the God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit  
bless, guide and guard us throughout  
this season of Christmas and beyond. 

 

CONCLUDING AMEN all sing 

 


