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In these uncertain times, the setting aside of time and space for worship demands a conscious transition from 
“getting there” to “being here.” It takes a few minutes to quiet one’s mind, and to become open to the Holy 

Spirit, and ready to participate in the Body of Christ at worship. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT IF YOU ARE ATTENDING WORSHIP ON CHURCH PREMISES YOU ARE NOT 

PERMITTED TO SING. 
 

You may join this act of worship online by accessing Zoom (either 
via your phone/tablet/PC) 

 

Zoom Meeting ID 
827 8687 2515 

 
 

If joining using a mobile phone ensure you dial-in with audio 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

THE GATHERING RITE 
 

The Welcome and Call to Worship 
 

Minister An ancient promise is coming true. 
All  God’s love lasts for ever. 
 
Minister A secret mystery is being revealed. 
All  God’s love lasts for ever. 
 
Minister A little child will soon be born. 
All  God’s love lasts for ever. 

 

Hymn  

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
let ev’ry heart prepare him room, 
and heav’n and nature sing, 
and heav’n and nature sing, 
and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

2 Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns! 
Let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3 He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love.  

[Isaac Watts (1674-1748)] 

 
Prayers of Praise & Adoration 
 

Confession of Sin & Assurance of Pardon 
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Response of Praise 

Bless the Lord, my soul, 
and bless God’s holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, 
who leads me into life. 

[Taizé Community] 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

THE MINISTRY OF GOD’S WORD 
The Lesson 

Reader A reading from 2 Samuel 7.1-16 [GNB] 

King David was settled in his palace, and the LORD kept him safe from all his enemies. 2 Then the 
king said to the prophet Nathan, “Here I am living in a house built of cedar, but God's Covenant Box 
is kept in a tent!” 

3 Nathan answered, “Do whatever you have in mind, because the LORD is with you.” 4 But that night 
the LORD said to Nathan, 5 “Go and tell my servant David that I say to him, ‘You are not the one to 
build a temple for me to live in. 6 From the time I rescued the people of Israel from Egypt until now, 
I have never lived in a temple; I have travelled around living in a tent. 7 In all my travelling with the 
people of Israel I never asked any of the leaders that I appointed why they had not built me a temple 
made of cedar.’ 

8 “So tell my servant David that I, the LORD Almighty, say to him, ‘I took you from looking after 
sheep in the fields and made you the ruler of my people Israel. 9 I have been with you wherever you 
have gone, and I have defeated all your enemies as you advanced. I will make you as famous as the 
greatest leaders in the world. 10-11 I have chosen a place for my people Israel and have settled them 
there, where they will live without being oppressed any more. Ever since they entered this land, they 
have been attacked by violent people, but this will not happen again. I promise to keep you safe 
from all your enemies and to give you descendants. 12 When you die and are buried with your 
ancestors, I will make one of your sons king and will keep his kingdom strong. 13 He will be the one 
to build a temple for me, and I will make sure that his dynasty continues forever. 14 I will be his 
father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him as a father punishes his son. 
15 But I will not withdraw my support from him as I did from Saul, whom I removed so that you 
could be king. 16 You will always have descendants, and I will make your kingdom last forever. Your 
dynasty will never end.’” 

Lighting of Advent Candle: 
 

Minister We light this candle for all God-bearers, 
  saying ‘yes’ to God’s challenge, 
  accepting the pain and joy of an unknown future. 
 

The fourth candle is lit 
 

All  God, as we wait for your promise, 
  give light, give hope. 
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Advent Responsary 

Mary’s gift, beyond all telling,  
was to give Christ room.  
She gave God a human dwelling 
in a mother’s womb. 
Who could guess the final story? 
- cross and glory; 
empty tomb! 

 

The Gospel 
Reader The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 1.26-38 [GNB] 

 In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy God sent the angel Gabriel to a town in Galilee named 
Nazareth. 27 He had a message for a young woman promised in marriage to a man named Joseph, 
who was a descendant of King David. Her name was Mary. 28 The angel came to her and said, “Peace 
be with you! The Lord is with you and has greatly blessed you!” 

29 Mary was deeply troubled by the angel's message, and she wondered what his words meant. 30 The 
angel said to her, “Don't be afraid, Mary; God has been gracious to you. 31 You will become pregnant 
and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High God. The Lord God will make him a king, as his ancestor David was, 33 and he will be 
the king of the descendants of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end!” 

34 Mary said to the angel, “I am a virgin. How, then, can this be?” 

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and God's power will rest upon you. For 
this reason the holy child will be called the Son of God. 36 Remember your relative Elizabeth. It is 
said that she cannot have children, but she herself is now six months pregnant, even though she is 
very old. 37 For there is nothing that God cannot do.” 

38 “I am the Lord's servant,” said Mary; “may it happen to me as you have said.” And the angel left 
her. 
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Hymn 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
tender to me the promise of his word; 
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
his holy name - the Lord, the Mighty One. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by; 
proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
to children's children and for evermore! 

[Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926)] 

Sermon           The Minister 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 
The Offertory Prayer 
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Closing Hymn  

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,  
great David’s greater Son!  
Hail, in the time appointed,  
his reign on earth begun!  
He comes to break oppression,  
to set the captive free,  
to take away transgression,  
and rule in equity. 
 
He comes, with succour speedy,  
to those who suffer wrong;  
to help the poor and needy,  
and bid the weak be strong:  
to give them songs for sighing,  
their darkness turn to light,  
whose souls, condemned and dying,  
are precious in his sight. 
 
He shall come down like showers  
upon the fruitful earth;  
love, joy, hope, like flowers,  
spring in his path to birth:  
before him, on the mountains,  
shall peace the herald go;  
and righteousness, in fountains,  
from hill to valley flow. 
 
Kings shall fall down before him,  
and gold and incense bring;  
all nations shall adore him,  
his praise all people sing;  
to him shall prayer unceasing  
and daily vows ascend,  
his kingdom still increasing,  
a kingdom without end. 
 
O’er every foe victorious,  
he on his throne shall rest;  
from age to age more glorious,  
all blessing and all-blest.  
The tide of time shall never  
his covenant remove;  
his name shall stand for ever  
his changeless name of Love.  

[James Montgomery (1771-1854)] 
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Closing Responses 
Minister In our watching and our waiting, 
All  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Minister In our hopes and in our fears, 
All  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Minister In our homes and in our world, 
All  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Minister And may the God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
  bless, guide and guard us throughout this Advent and 
  Christmas season and beyond. 
All  Amen 

 


