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Words reproduced under CCLI Licence No. 212756 

 
In these uncertain times, the setting aside of time and space for worship demands a conscious transition from 

“getting there” to “being here.” It takes a few minutes to quiet one’s mind, and to become open to the Holy 
Spirit, and ready to participate in the Body of Christ at worship. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT IF YOU ARE ATTENDING WORSHIP ON CHURCH PREMISES YOU ARE NOT 

PERMITTED TO SING. 
 

You may join this act of worship online by accessing Zoom (either 
via your phone/tablet/PC) 

 

Zoom Meeting ID 
827 8687 2515 

 
 

If joining using a mobile phone ensure you dial-in with audio 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

THE GATHERING RITE 
 

The Welcome and Call to Worship 
 

Minister  Someone is crying in the wilderness: 
All   Prepare the way of the Lord. 
 
Minister  Someone is shouting on the street: 
All   Prepare the way of the Lord. 
 
Minister  Someone is whispering to our hearts: 
All  Prepare the way of the Lord. 
 
Minister  God is coming soon. 

 

Hymn  

1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and harken, for he brings 
glad tidings from the King of kings! 

2 Then cleansed be every life from sin; 
make straight the way for God within, 
and let us all our hearts prepare 
for Christ to come and enter there. 

3 For you are our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward; 
without your grace we waste away 
like flowers that wither and decay. 

4 To heal the sick stretch out your hand, 
and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth, and let your light restore 
earth’s own true loveliness once more. 

5 To God the Son all glory be, 
whose advent sets his people free, 
whom, with the Father, we adore, 
and Holy Spirit, evermore.  

 [Charles Coffin (1676-1749), translated by John Chandler (1806-1876)] 

 
Prayers of Praise & Adoration 
 

Confession of Sin & Assurance of Pardon 
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Response of Praise 
Bless the Lord, my soul, 
and bless God’s holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, 
who leads me into life. 

 [Taizé Community] 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 

THE MINISTRY OF GOD’S WORD 
Bible Reading 

Reader A reading from the book of Isaiah 61.1-11 [GNB] 

The Sovereign LORD has filled me with his Spirit. 
He has chosen me and sent me 
To bring good news to the poor, 
To heal the broken-hearted, 
To announce release to captives 
And freedom to those in prison. 
2 He has sent me to proclaim 
That the time has come 
When the LORD will save his people 
And defeat their enemies. 
He has sent me to comfort all who mourn, 
3 To give to those who mourn in Zion 
Joy and gladness instead of grief, 
A song of praise instead of sorrow. 
They will be like trees 
That the LORD himself has planted. 
They will all do what is right, 
And God will be praised for what he has done. 
4 They will rebuild cities that have long been in ruins. 

5 My people, foreigners will serve you. 
They will take care of your flocks 
And farm your land and tend your vineyards. 
6 And you will be known as the priests of the LORD, 
The servants of our God. 
You will enjoy the wealth of the nations 
And be proud that it is yours. 
7 Your shame and disgrace are ended. 
You will live in your own land, 
And your wealth will be doubled; 
Your joy will last forever. 

8 The LORD says, 

“I love justice and I hate oppression and crime. 
I will faithfully reward my people 
And make an eternal covenant with them. 
9 They will be famous among the nations; 
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Everyone who sees them will know 
That they are a people whom I have blessed.” 

10 Jerusalem rejoices because of what the LORD has done. 
She is like a bride dressed for her wedding. 
God has clothed her with salvation and victory. 
11 As surely as seeds sprout and grow, 
The Sovereign LORD will save his people, 
And all the nations will praise him. 

 

Lighting of Advent Candle: 
 

Minister: We light this candle for all God’s messengers, 
  preparing the way for change, 
  signs pointing to a new age to come. 
 

The third candle is lit 
 
ALL:  God, as we wait for your promise, 
  give light, give hope. 

 

Advent Responsary 
John the Baptist, by his preaching  
and by water poured,  
brought to those who heard his teaching  
news of hope restored:  
‘Keep your vision strong and steady,  
and be ready 
for the Lord.’ 
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Bible Reading 
Reader The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 1.6-8, 19-28 [GNB] 

 

God sent his messenger, a man named John, 7 who came to tell people about the light, so that all should hear 

the message and believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came to tell about the light. … 

19 The Jewish authorities in Jerusalem sent some priests and Levites to John to ask him, “Who are you?” 

20 John did not refuse to answer, but spoke out openly and clearly, saying: “I am not the Messiah.” 

21 “Who are you, then?” they asked. “Are you Elijah?” 

“No, I am not,” John answered. 

“Are you the Prophet?” they asked. 

“No,” he replied. 

22 “Then tell us who you are,” they said. “We have to take an answer back to those who sent us. What do you 
say about yourself?” 

23 John answered by quoting the prophet Isaiah: 

“I am ‘the voice of someone shouting in the desert: 
    Make a straight path for the Lord to travel!’” 

24 The messengers, who had been sent by the Pharisees, 25 then asked John, “If you are not the Messiah nor 
Elijah nor the Prophet, why do you baptize?” 

26 John answered, “I baptize with water, but among you stands the one you do not know. 27 He is coming after 
me, but I am not good enough even to untie his sandals.” 

28 All this happened in Bethany on the east side of the Jordan River, where John was baptizing. 

 

Sermon           The Minister 
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OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 
The Offertory Prayer 
 
Closing Hymn  

1. God’s spirit is in my heart; 
he has called me and set me apart. 
This is what I have to do,  
what I have to do: 

Refrain:  
He sent me to give the Good News to the poor, 
tell prisoners that they are prisoners no more, 
tell blind people that they can see, 
and set the down-trodden free, 
and go tell everyone  
the news that the kingdom of God has come; 
and go tell everyone 
the news that God’s kingdom has come. 
  

2. Just as the Father sent me, 
so I’m sending you out to be, 
my witness throughout the world –  
the whole of the world: 

Refrain:  
 

3. Don’t carry a load in your pack;  
you don’t need two shirts on your back; 
God’s workers can earn their own keep –  
can earn their own keep: 

Refrain:   

4. Don’t worry what you have to say; 
don’t worry because on that day 
God’s Spirit will speak in your heart –  
will speak in your heart: 

Refrain: 

[Alan Dale (1902-1979) and Hubert Richards (b.1921)] 

 

Dismissal & Blessing 


