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Words reproduced under CCLI Licence No. 212756 

 
The service today includes the celebration of Holy Communion. All are welcome to share the bread and wine. 

If you are taking part from home, please have some bread and wine (or something representing bread and 
wine) to hand for the relevant part of the service. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT IF YOU ARE ATTENDING WORSHIP ON CHURCH PREMISES YOU ARE NOT 

PERMITTED TO SING. 
 

You may join this act of worship online by accessing Zoom (either 
via your phone/tablet/PC) 

 

Zoom Meeting ID 
827 8687 2515 

 
 

If joining using a mobile phone ensure you dial-in with audio 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
In these uncertain times, the setting aside of time and space for worship demands a conscious transition from 

“getting there” to “being here.” It takes a few minutes to quiet one’s mind, and to become open to the Holy 
Spirit, and ready to participate in the Body of Christ at worship. 

 

THE GATHERING RITE 
 

The Welcome and Call to Worship 
 

Minister Someone is shouting: 
All  Get ready for God. 
 
Minister  Someone is whispering: 
All   Get ready for God. 
 
Minister  Someone is singing: 
All   Get ready for God. 
 
Minister  God is coming soon. 

 

Hymn  

Make way, make way 
for Christ the King 
in splendour arrives; 
fling wide the gates and welcome him 
into your lives. 

Make way! (Make way!) 
Make way (Make way), 
for the King of kings 
(for the King of kings) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
Make way (Make way), 
and let his Kingdom in 

He comes the broken hearts to heal, 
the prisoners to free; 
the deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, 
the blind shall see. 

And those who mourn with heavy hearts, 
who weep and sigh, 
with laughter, joy and royal crown 
he'll beautify. 

We call you now to worship him 
as Lord of all, 
to have no gods before him, 
their thrones must fall! 

[Graham Kendrick (b.1950) © 1986 Thankyou Music] 
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Prayers of Praise & Adoration 
 

Confession of Sin & Assurance of Pardon 
 

Response of Praise 
Bless the Lord, my soul, 
and bless God’s holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, 
who leads me into life. 

 [Taizé Community] 
 

THE MINISTRY OF GOD’S WORD 
The Lesson 

Reader A reading from the book of Isaiah 40.1-11 [GNB] 

“Comfort my people,” says our God. “Comfort them! 
2 Encourage the people of Jerusalem. 
Tell them they have suffered long enough 
    and their sins are now forgiven. 
I have punished them in full for all their sins.” 

3 A voice cries out, 
“Prepare in the wilderness a road for the LORD! 
    Clear the way in the desert for our God! 
4 Fill every valley; 
    level every mountain. 
The hills will become a plain, 
    and the rough country will be made smooth. 
5 Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed, 
    and all people will see it. 
The LORD himself has promised this.” 

6 A voice cries out, “Proclaim a message!” 
“What message shall I proclaim?” I ask. 
“Proclaim that all human beings are like grass; 
    they last no longer than wild flowers. 
7 Grass withers and flowers fade 
    when the LORD sends the wind blowing over them. 
    People are no more enduring than grass. 
8 Yes, grass withers and flowers fade, 
    but the word of our God endures forever.” 

9 Jerusalem, go up on a high mountain 
    and proclaim the good news! 
Call out with a loud voice, Zion; 
    announce the good news! 
Speak out and do not be afraid. 
Tell the towns of Judah 
    that their God is coming! 
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10 The Sovereign LORD is coming to rule with power, 
    bringing with him the people he has rescued. 
11 He will take care of his flock like a shepherd; 
    he will gather the lambs together 
    and carry them in his arms; 
    he will gently lead their mothers. 

 

Lighting of Advent Candle 
 

Minister We light this candle for all God’s prophets, 
  confronting injustice and restoring the dream 
  of a world of freedom and peace. 
 

The second candle is lit 
 
All  God, as we wait for your promise, 
  give light, give hope. 

 

Advent Response 
Prophet voices loudly crying,  
making pathways clear;  
glimpsing glory, self-denying,  
calling all to hear.  
Through their message - challenged,  
shaken –  
hearts awaken:  
God is near! 

 

The Epistle 
Reader A Reading from the Second Letter of Peter 3.8-15 [GNB] 

But do not forget one thing, my dear friends! There is no difference in the Lord's sight between one day and a 
thousand years; to him the two are the same. 9 The Lord is not slow to do what he has promised, as some 
think. Instead, he is patient with you, because he does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants all to turn 
away from their sins. 

10 But the Day of the Lord will come like a thief. On that Day the heavens will disappear with a shrill noise, the 
heavenly bodies will burn up and be destroyed, and the earth with everything in it will vanish. 11 Since all 
these things will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people should you be? Your lives should be holy and 
dedicated to God, 12 as you wait for the Day of God and do your best to make it come soon—the Day when the 
heavens will burn up and be destroyed, and the heavenly bodies will be melted by the heat. 13 But we wait for 
what God has promised: new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness will be at home. 

14 And so, my friends, as you wait for that Day, do your best to be pure and faultless in God's sight and to be at 
peace with him. 15 Look on our Lord's patience as the opportunity he is giving you to be saved, just as our dear 
friend Paul wrote to you, using the wisdom that God gave him.  
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The Gospel 
Reader The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 1.1-8 [GNB] 

This is the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 It began as the prophet Isaiah had written: 

“God said, ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you 
    to open the way for you.’ 
3 Someone is shouting in the desert, 
    ‘Get the road ready for the Lord; 
    make a straight path for him to travel!’” 

4 So John appeared in the desert, baptizing and preaching. “Turn away from your sins and be baptized,” he 
told the people, “and God will forgive your sins.” 5 Many people from the province of Judea and the city of 
Jerusalem went out to hear John. They confessed their sins, and he baptized them in the Jordan River. 

6 John wore clothes made of camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. 7 He announced to the people, “The man who will come after me is much greater than I am. I am 
not good enough even to bend down and untie his sandals. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Sermon           The Minister 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Hymn 

Refrain: 
One bread, one body, one Lord of all,  
one cup of blessing which we bless. 
And we, though many, throughout the earth, 
we are one body in this one Lord. 

1 Gentile or Jew, 
servant or free, 
woman or man, no more. 
[Refrain] 

2 Many the gifts, 
many the works, 
one in the Lord of all. 
[Refrain] 

3 Grain for the fields, 
scattered and grown,  
gathered to one, for all. 
[Refrain]    [John B. Foley] 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
The Peace 

President Peace be with you 

All  And also with you 

 

The Offertory Prayer 
 

Approach to Communion 
 
Narrative of the Institution 
 
Thanksgiving Prayer 

 
President Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Fraction and Sharing of Communion 
 
Nunc Dimittis: 
 

Now, Lord let your servant go in peace: 
your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation 
which you have prepared 
in the sight of every people: 
a light to reveal you to the nations, 
and the glory of your people Israel. 

Luke 2.29-32 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. 

 



- 8 - 

 

Closing Hymn  

1 LONG ago, prophets knew 
Christ would come, born a Jew, 
come to make all things new; 
bear his People's burden, 
freely love and pardon. 

Refrain: 
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
When he comes, 
when he comes, 
who will make him welcome? 

2 God in time, God in man, 
this is God's timeless plan: 
he will come, as a man, 
born himself of woman, 
God divinely human. [Refrain] 

3 Mary, hail! Though afraid, 
she believed, she obeyed. 
In her womb God is laid; 
till the time expected 
nurtured and protected. [Refrain] 

4 Journey ends! Where afar 
Bethlem shines, like a star, 
stable door stands ajar. 
Unborn Son of Mary, 
Saviour, do not tarry! 

Refrain: 
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
Jesus comes! 
Jesus comes! 
We will make him welcome! 

[Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000)] 

 

Dismissal & Blessing 


