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You may join this act of worship online by accessing Zoom (either 
via your phone/tablet/PC) 

 

Zoom Meeting ID 
827 8687 2515 

 
 

If joining using a mobile phone ensure you dial-in with audio 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

THE GATHERING RITE 
 

The Welcome and Call to Worship 
 

‘Some take pride in chariots, and some in horses, 
    but our pride is in the name of the Lord our God. 
  They will collapse and fall, 
    but we shall rise and stand upright.’ 

Psalm 20: 7-8 
 

Hymn  

1 O God, our help in ages past,  
our hope for years to come,  
our shelter from the stormy blast,  
and our eternal home:  

2 Under the shadow of thy throne  
thy saints have dwelt secure;  
sufficient is thine arm alone,  
and our defence is sure.  

3 Before the hills in order stood,  
or earth received her frame,  
from everlasting thou art God,  
to endless years the same.  

4 A thousand ages in your sight  
are like an evening gone;  
short as the watch that ends the night  
before the rising sun.  

5 The busy tribes of flesh and blood, 
with all their cares and fears, 
are carried downward by your flood, 
and lost in foll'wing years. 

6 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,  
bears all its sons away;  
they fly forgotten, as a dream  
dies at the op'ning day.  

7 Our God, our help in ages past,  
our hope for years to come, 
be thou our guard while troubles last,  
and our eternal home. 

[Isaac Watts (1674-1748)] 



- 4 - 

 

 
Opening Prayer 
 
Act of Remembrance for Members of Dulwich Grove who died in the two World Wars
        

Response: We will remember them 
 
Two Minute Silence  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Plea for Forgiveness       

 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
 
The hatred which divides nation from nation, 
race from race, class from class, 
Father forgive. 
 
The covetous desires of people and nations 
to possess what is not their own, 
Father forgive. 
 
The greed which exploits the work of human hands 
and lays waste to the earth, 
Father forgive. 
 
Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others, 
Father forgive. 
 
Our indifference to the imprisoned, the homeless, 
the refugee, 
Father forgive. 
 
The lust which dishonours the bodies of men,  
women and children, 
Father forgive. 
 
The pride that leads to trust in ourselves  
and not in God, 
Father forgive. 
 
Be kind to one another, tender-hearted,  
forgiving one another,  
as God in Christ forgives you. 
Amen. 

Coventry Cathedral Litany of Reconciliation 
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THE MINISTRY OF GOD’S WORD 
Old Testament Reading 

Reader A reading from the book of Isaiah 25.1-9 [GNB] 

LORD, you are my God; 
    I will honour you and praise your name. 
You have done amazing things; 
    you have faithfully carried out 
    the plans you made long ago. 
2 You have turned cities into ruins 
    and destroyed their fortifications. 
The palaces which our enemies built 
    are gone forever. 
3 The people of powerful nations will praise you; 
    you will be feared in the cities of cruel nations. 
4 The poor and the helpless have fled to you 
    and have been safe in times of trouble. 
You give them shelter from storms 
    and shade from the burning heat. 
Cruel enemies attack like a winter storm, 
5     like drought in a dry land. 
But you, LORD, have silenced our enemies; 
    you silence the shouts of cruel people, 
    as a cloud cools a hot day. 

6 Here on Mount Zion the LORD Almighty will prepare a banquet for all the nations of the world 
—a banquet of the richest food and the finest wine.  
7 Here he will suddenly remove the cloud of sorrow that has been hanging over all the nations.  
8 The Sovereign LORD will destroy death forever!  
He will wipe away the tears from everyone's eyes and take away the disgrace his people have suffered 
throughout the world. The LORD himself has spoken. 
9 When it happens, everyone will say, “He is our God! We have put our trust in him, and he has rescued us. 
He is the LORD! We have put our trust in him, and now we are happy and joyful because he has saved us.” 

 

The New Testament Reading 
Reader A reading from the Book of Revelation 22.1-5 [GNB] 

The angel also showed me the river of the water of life, sparkling like crystal, and coming from the throne of 
God and of the Lamb 2 and flowing down the middle of the city's street. On each side of the river was the tree 
of life, which bears fruit twelve times a year, once each month; and its leaves are for the healing of the 
nations. 3 Nothing that is under God's curse will be found in the city. 

The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his 
face, and his name will be written on their foreheads. 5 There shall be no more night, and they will not need 
lamps or sunlight, because the Lord God will be their light, and they will rule as kings forever and ever. 

Sermon           The Minister 
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OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Pledge of Commitment: 
 

As Jesus taught us we commit ourselves 
to welcome strangers into our midst, 
to care for the poor, 
to love our neighbours as ourselves 
and to establish justice in our community. 
In the name of God 
and in the power of the Holy Spirit 
we pledge ourselves to work for peace: 
peace in our homes, 
peace in our communities, 
peace in the world. 
Amen. 

 

Hymn 
1. For the healing of the nations, 

Lord, we pray with one accord, 
for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 
To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word. 

 

2. Lead us forward into freedom, 
from despair your world release, 
that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 
Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase. 

 

3. All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 
pride of status, race or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow brief life's span. 

 

4. You, Creator God, have written 
your great name on humankind; 
for our growing in your likeness 
bring the life of Christ to mind; 
that by our response and service 
earth its destiny may find. 

[Fred Kaan (1929-2009)] 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
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Closing Hymn  

1. Glorious things of thee are spoken,  
Zion, city of our God;  
he whose word cannot be broken  
formed thee for his own abode. 
On the Rock of Ages founded,  
what can shake thy sure repose?  
With salvation's walls surrounded,  
thou may'st smile at all thy foes. 

2. See! The streams of living waters,  
springing from eternal love,  
well supply thy sons and daughters,  
and all fear of want remove;  
who can faint, while such a river  
ever flows their thirst to assuage -  
grace which, like the Lord, the giver,  
never fails from age to age? 

3. Saviour, if of Zion's city,  
I, through grace, a member am,  
let the world deride or pity,  
I will glory in thy name.  
Fading are our worldly pleasures,  
all their boasted pomp and show;  
solid joys and lasting treasures  
none but Zion's children know.  

 [John Newton (1725-1807)] 

 

Dismissal & Blessing 
 
Let us go out into the world 
as bringers of love 
as makers of peace 
as messengers of hope 
knowing that the blessing of God, the source of life, 
of Jesus Christ, the way to life, 
and of the Holy Spirit, the sustainer of life, 
is with us today, tomorrow and forever. Amen. 
 


