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Words reproduced under CCLI Licence No. 212756 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT IF YOU ARE ATTENDING WORSHIP ON CHURCH PREMISES YOU ARE NOT 

PERMITTED TO SING. 
 

You may join this act of worship online by accessing Zoom (either 
via your phone/tablet/PC) 

 

Zoom Meeting ID 
827 8687 2515 

 
 

If joining using a mobile phone ensure you dial-in with audio 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

THE GATHERING RITE 
 

In these uncertain times, the setting aside time and space for worship demands a conscious transition from 
“getting there” to “being here.” It takes a few minutes to quiet one’s mind, and to become open to the Holy 

Spirit, and ready to participate in the Body of Christ at worship. 

 
The Welcome and Call to Worship 
 

Hymn  

Speak, O Lord, as we come to you 
to receive the food of your holy word. 
Take your truth, plant it deep in us; 
shape and fashion us in your likeness, 
that the light of Christ might be seen today 
in our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
all your purposes, for your glory. 

Teach us Lord full obedience, 
holy reverence, true humility. 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
in the radiance of your purity. 
Cause our faith to rise, 
cause our eyes to see, 
your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
help us grasp the heights of your plans for us. 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
that will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises; 
and by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us. 
Speak, O Lord, ’til your Church is built 
and the earth is filled with Your glory. 

[Keith Getty and Stuart Townend] 

 
Prayer of Approach 
 

Confession of Sin & Assurance of Pardon 
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Response of Praise: 

 
To God be the glory, great things he has done! 
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 
who yielded his life in atonement for sin, 
and opened the life-gate that all may go in: 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son; 
and give him the glory - great things he has done! 

 
[Fanny Crosby (1820-1915)] 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

THE MINISTRY OF GOD’S WORD 
Old Testament Reading 

Reader A reading from the book of Nehemiah 8.1-12 [GNB] 

By the seventh month the people of Israel were all settled in their towns. On the first day of that month they 
all assembled in Jerusalem, in the square just inside the Water Gate. They asked Ezra, the priest and scholar 
of the Law which the LORD had given Israel through Moses, to get the book of the Law. 2 So Ezra brought it to 
the place where the people had gathered—men, women, and the children who were old enough to 
understand. 3 There in the square by the gate he read the Law to them from dawn until noon, and they all 
listened attentively. 

4 Ezra was standing on a wooden platform that had been built for the occasion. …. 

5 As Ezra stood there on the platform high above the people, they all kept their eyes fixed on him. As soon as 
he opened the book, they all stood up. 6 Ezra said, “Praise the LORD, the great God!” 

All the people raised their arms in the air and answered, “Amen! Amen!” They knelt in worship, with their 
faces to the ground. 

7 Then they rose and stood in their places, and ,,, Levites explained the Law to them …. 8 They gave an oral 
translation of God's Law and explained it so that the people could understand it. 

9 When the people heard what the Law required, they were so moved that they began to cry. So Nehemiah, 
who was the governor, Ezra, the priest and scholar of the Law, and the Levites who were explaining the Law 
told all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God, so you are not to mourn or cry. 10 Now go home 
and have a feast. Share your food and wine with those who don't have enough. Today is holy to our Lord, so 
don't be sad. The joy that the LORD gives you will make you strong.” 

11 The Levites went around calming the people and telling them not to be sad on such a holy day. 12 So all the 
people went home and ate and drank joyfully and shared what they had with others, because they understood 
what had been read to them. 
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The New Testament Reading 
Reader The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 24.29-36 [GNB] 

“Soon after the trouble of those days, the sun will grow dark, the moon will no longer shine, the stars will fall 
from heaven, and the powers in space will be driven from their courses. 30 Then the sign of the Son of Man 
will appear in the sky; and all the peoples of earth will weep as they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory. 31 The great trumpet will sound, and he will send out his angels to the 
four corners of the earth, and they will gather his chosen people from one end of the world to the other. 

32 “Let the fig tree teach you a lesson. When its branches become green and tender and it starts putting out 
leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 In the same way, when you see all these things, you will know that 
the time is near, ready to begin. 34 Remember that all these things will happen before the people now living 
have all died. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 

36 “No one knows, however, when that day and hour will come—neither the angels in heaven nor the Son; the 
Father alone knows.  

 

Sermon           The Minister 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Hymn 
Refrain: 

Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, 

gentle as is the dove: 

teach us the truth and help us believe, 

show us the Saviour's love! 

 

You spoke to us - long, long ago – 

gave us the written word; 

we read it still, needing its truth, 

through it God's voice is heard. 

 

Refrain 

 

Without your help we fail our Lord, 

we cannot live his way; 

we need your power, we need your strength, 

following Christ each day. 

 

Refrain. 

[Margaret Old (1932-2001)] 

 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
The Offertory Prayer 
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Closing Hymn  

1 Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: 
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 
 
2 Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: 
Lord of the word, receive your people's praise. 
 
3 Lord, for our land in this our generation, 
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care: 
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 
 
4 Lord, for our world when we disown and doubt him, 
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain, 
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him: 
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 
 
5 Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us - 
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne, 
past put behind us, for the future take us: 
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.  

[Timothy Dudley-Smith] 

 

Dismissal & Blessing 
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1 We limit not the truth of God 
to our poor reach of mind, 
to notions of our day and sect, 
crude, partial and confined: 
no, let a new and better hope 
within our hearts be stirred: 
the Lord has yet more light and truth 
to break forth from his word. 

2 Our faithful forebears searching went 
the first steps of the way; 
this was the dawning, yet to grow 
into this perfect day. 
And grow it shall, our glorious sun 
will brighter rays afford:  
the Lord has yet more light and truth 
to break forth from his word. 

3 O Father, Son, and Spirit, send 
us increase from above; 
enlarge, expand all living souls 
to comprehend your love; 
and make us all go on to know, 
with nobler powers conferred, 
the Lord has yet more light and truth 
to break forth from your word. 

[George Rawson (1807-1889)] 

 

Based on the parting words of Pastor John Robinson to the Pilgrim Fathers, 1620. 


