
 

DULWICH GROVE  

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SUNDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER 2020 | 11 O’CLOCK 



- 2 - 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Words reproduced under CCLI Licence No. 212756 

 
A few things to remember for this act of worship via Zoom: please mute all background noise as this can 

distract others (and yourself) from this worship; mute your microphone during the singing of hymns, unmute 
your microphone for all responses. 

 
 

In order to join this act of worship you will need to access Zoom 
(either via your phone/tablet/PC) 

 

Zoom Meeting ID 
827 8687 2515 

 
 

If joining using a mobile phone ensure you dial-in with audio 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

THE GATHERING RITE 
In these uncertain times, the setting aside time and space for worship demands a conscious transition from 
“getting there” to “being here.” It takes a few minutes to quiet one’s mind, and to become open to the Holy 

Spirit, and ready to participate in the Body of Christ at worship. 

 

Welcome & Opening Response: 
 

Leader: This is the day that the Lord has made; 
ALL:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
We sing (remember to mute your microphone) 

Hymn  

For the beauty of the earth, 
for the beauty of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies: 

Refrain: 
Gracious God, to you we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 

For the beauty of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
sun and moon and stars of light:  refrain 

For the joy of ear and eye, 
for the heart and mind’s delight, 
for the mystic harmony 
linking sense to sound and sight:  refrain 

For the joy of human love, 
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth and friends above, 
pleasures pure and undefiled:  refrain 

For each perfect gift and sign 
of your love so freely given, 
graces human and divine, 
flowers of earth and buds of heaven: refrain 

[Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917)] 
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Prayers of Praise and Adoration      

 

Confession of Sin  
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 
We sing (remember to mute microphone) 

Response of Praise 

 

1. Father, we adore you, 

lay our lives before you: 

how we love you! 
 

2. Jesus, we adore you, 

lay our lives before you: 

how we love you!  

 

3. Spirit, we adore you, 

lay our lives before you: 

how we love you! 
[Terrye Coelho (1952 - )] 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father… 
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THE MINISTRY OF GOD’S WORD 
The Old Testament Reading 

Psalm 145.1-9 [GNB] 

 I will proclaim your greatness, my God and king; 
    I will thank you forever and ever. 
2 Every day I will thank you; 
    I will praise you forever and ever. 
3 The LORD is great and is to be highly praised; 
    his greatness is beyond understanding. 

4 What you have done will be praised from one generation to the next; 
    they will proclaim your mighty acts. 
5 They will speak of your glory and majesty, 
    and I will meditate on your wonderful deeds. 
6 People will speak of your mighty deeds, 
    and I will proclaim your greatness. 
7 They will tell about all your goodness 
    and sing about your kindness. 
8 The LORD is loving and merciful, 
    slow to become angry and full of constant love. 
9 He is good to everyone 
    and has compassion on all he made. 
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We sing (remember to mute your microphone) 

Hymn 

1 Now thank we all our God 
with heart and hands and voices, 
who wondrous things has done, 
in whom his world rejoices; 
who from our mothers' arms 
has blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, 
and still is ours today. 

2 O may this bounteous God 
through all our life be near us, 
with ever joyful hearts 
and blessed peace to cheer us; 
and keep us in his grace, 
and guide us when perplexed, 
and free us from all ills 
in this world and the next. 

3 All praise and thanks to God 
the Father now be given, 
the Son, and him who reigns, 
with them in highest heaven, 
the one eternal God, 
whom heaven and earth adore, 
for thus it was, is now, 
and shall be evermore. 

[Martin Rinkart (1586-1649), translated by Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878)] 
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The Gospel Reading 
Matthew 20.1-16 [GNB] 

“The Kingdom of heaven is like this. Once there was a man who went out early in the morning to 
hire some men to work in his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them the regular wage, a silver coin a day, 
and sent them to work in his vineyard. 3 He went out again to the marketplace at nine o'clock and 
saw some men standing there doing nothing, 4 so he told them, ‘You also go and work in the 
vineyard, and I will pay you a fair wage.’ 5 So they went. Then at twelve o'clock and again at three 
o'clock he did the same thing. 6 It was nearly five o'clock when he went to the marketplace and saw 
some other men still standing there. ‘Why are you wasting the whole day here doing nothing?’ he 
asked them. 7 ‘No one hired us,’ they answered. ‘Well, then, you go and work in the vineyard,’ he told 
them. 

8 “When evening came, the owner told his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, 
starting with those who were hired last and ending with those who were hired first.’ 9 The men who 
had begun to work at five o'clock were paid a silver coin each. 10 So when the men who were the first 
to be hired came to be paid, they thought they would get more; but they too were given a silver coin 
each. 11 They took their money and started grumbling against the employer. 12 ‘These men who were 
hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘while we put up with a whole day's work in the hot 
sun—yet you paid them the same as you paid us!’ 13 ‘Listen, friend,’ the owner answered one of them, 
‘I have not cheated you. After all, you agreed to do a day's work for one silver coin. 14 Now take your 
pay and go home. I want to give this man who was hired last as much as I gave you. 15 Don't I have 
the right to do as I wish with my own money? Or are you jealous because I am generous?’” 

16 And Jesus concluded, “So those who are last will be first, and those who are first will be last.” 

 
Reflection          The Revd Iain McLaren 

 
Prayers of Intercession        
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THE SENDING FORTH 

We sing (remember to mute your microphone) 

Closing Hymn  

1. Sing of the Lord’s goodness, Father of all wisdom, 
come to him and bless his name. 
Mercy he has shown us, his love is for ever, 
faithful to the end of days. 

Refrain: 
Come then, all you nations, sing of your Lord’s goodness, 
melodies of praise and thanks to God. 
Ring out the Lord’s glory, praise him with your music, 
worship him and bless his name. 
 

2. Power he has wielded, honour is his garment, 
risen from the snares of death. 
His word he has spoken, one bread he has broken, 
new life he now gives to all.      Refrain 
 

3. Courage in our darkness, comfort in our sorrow, 
Spirit of our God most high; 
solace for the weary, pardon for the sinner, 
splendour of the living God.      Refrain 

4. Praise him with your singing, praise him with the trumpet, 
praise God with the lute and harp;. 
praise him with the cymbals, praise him with your dancing, 
praise God till the end of days.      Refrain 

[Ernest Sands (1949-)] 

 

Benediction and Dismissal  


