
WHEN YOU SEND FORTH YOUR SPIRIT, THEY ARE CREATED  

AND YOU RENEW THE FACE OF THE GROUND 
PSALM 104.30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE DAY OF PENTECOST 

SUNDAY 31ST MAY 2020 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Though we are not together physically, we are one in worshipping the Lord. Please add your voice and heart 

to this simple act of worship: sing the hymns heartily, meditate upon the reflection, pray the prayers 

faithfully.  

As ever, everyone’s voice is needed to tell the Good News of God’s love in Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

THE GATHERING 
The Welcome & Greetings 
 

Opening Responses 
  As we wait in silence, 

All fill us with Your Spirit. 

 

  As we listen to your Word, 

All fill us with Your Spirit. 

 

  As we worship you in majesty, 

All  fill us with Your Spirit. 

 

  As we long for your refreshing, 

All  fill us with Your Spirit. 

 

  As we long for your renewing, 

All fill us with Your Spirit. 

 

  As we long for your equipping, 

All fill us with Your Spirit. 

 

  As we long for your empowering, 

All fill us with Your Spirit. 
Thy Kingdom Come, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In order to join this act of worship you will need to access Zoom 

(either via your phone/tablet/PC) 

 

Zoom Meeting ID 

722 0854 7019 

 
 

 

 
 



The Pentecost Reading 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (2.1-21) [GNT] 

 

When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers were gathered together in one place. 2 Suddenly there 

was a noise from the sky which sounded like a strong wind blowing, and it filled the whole house where 

they were sitting. Then they saw what looked like tongues of fire which spread out and touched each 

person there. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other languages, as the Spirit 

enabled them to speak. 

 

There were Jews living in Jerusalem, religious people who had come from every country in the world. 

When they heard this noise, a large crowd gathered. They were all excited, because all of them heard the 

believers talking in their own languages. In amazement and wonder they exclaimed, “These people who 

are talking like this are Galileans! How is it, then, that all of us hear them speaking in our own native 

languages? We are from Parthia, Media, and Elam; from Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia; from 

Pontus and Asia, from Phrygia and Pamphylia, from Egypt and the regions of Libya near Cyrene. Some of 

us are from Rome,  both Jews and Gentiles converted to Judaism, and some of us are from Crete and 

Arabia—yet all of us hear them speaking in our own languages about the great things that God has done!” 

Amazed and confused, they kept asking each other, “What does this mean?” But others made fun of the 

believers, saying, “These people are drunk!” 

 

Then Peter stood up with the other eleven apostles and in a loud voice began to speak to the crowd: 

“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen to me and let me tell you what this means. These 

people are not drunk, as you suppose; it is only nine o'clock in the morning. Instead, this is what the 

prophet Joel spoke about: 

 

‘This is what I will do in the last days, God says: 

    I will pour out my Spirit on everyone. 

Your sons and daughters will proclaim my message; 

    your young men will see visions, 

    and your old men will have dreams. 

Yes, even on my servants, both men and women, 

    I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

    and they will proclaim my message. 

I will perform miracles in the sky above 

    and wonders on the earth below. 

There will be blood, fire, and thick smoke; 

    the sun will be darkened, 

    and the moon will turn red as blood, 

    before the great and glorious Day of the Lord comes. 

And then, whoever calls out to the Lord for help will be saved.’ 

 

℣   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people 

℟  Thanks be to God 

 

Silence is kept 

 

 



We sing 

Hymn 
Holy Spirit, we welcome you, 
Holy Spirit, we welcome you! 
Move amongst us with holy fire 
as we lay aside all earthly desire 
hands reach out and hearts aspire. 
Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit, we welcome you! 
 
Holy Spirit, we welcome you, 
Holy Spirit, we welcome you! 
Let the breeze of your presence blow, 
that your children here might truly know 
how to move in the Spirit's flow. 
Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit, we welcome you! 
 
Holy spirit, we welcome you, 
Holy spirit, we welcome you! 
Please accomplish in us today 
some new work of loving grace we pray 
unreservedly have your way. 
Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit, we welcome you! 

Words & Music Chris Bowater 

 © Sovereign Lifestyle Music, 1986 

 

Prayer of Approach, Confession of Sin & Assurance of Pardon 

 

The Lord’s Prayer said multi-lingually 

 



THE WORD OF GOD 

The Epistle 
A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (12.3-13) [GNT] 

 

I want you to know that no one who is led by God's Spirit can say “A curse on Jesus!” and no one can 

confess “Jesus is Lord,” without being guided by the Holy Spirit. 
 

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives them. There are different ways of 

serving, but the same Lord is served. There are different abilities to perform service, but the same God 

gives ability to all for their particular service. The Spirit's presence is shown in some way in each 

person for the good of all. The Spirit gives one person a message full of wisdom, while to another 

person the same Spirit gives a message full of knowledge. One and the same Spirit gives faith to one 

person, while to another person he gives the power to heal.  The Spirit gives one person the power to 

work miracles; to another, the gift of speaking God's message; and to yet another, the ability to tell the 

difference between gifts that come from the Spirit and those that do not. To one person he gives the 

ability to speak in strange tongues, and to another he gives the ability to explain what is said. But it is 

one and the same Spirit who does all this; as he wishes, he gives a different gift to each person. 
 

Christ is like a single body, which has many parts; it is still one body, even though it is made up of 

different parts. In the same way, all of us, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether slaves or free, have been 

baptized into the one body by the same Spirit, and we have all been given the one Spirit to drink. 

 

℣   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people 

℟  Thanks be to God 

 

We sing 

Hymn 
Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost, 
taught by thee, we covet most 
of thy gifts at Pentecost, 
holy, heavenly love. 

 
Faith that mountains could remove, 
tongues of earth or heaven above, 
knowledge, all things, empty prove 
without heavenly love. 
 
Prophecy will fade away, 
melting in the light of day; 
love will ever with us stay; 
therefore give us love. 
 
Love is kind, and suffers long, 
love is meek, and thinks no wrong, 
love than death itself more strong; 
therefore give us love. 
 
Faith and hope and love we see 
joining hand in hand, agree; 
but the greatest of the three, 
and the best, is love.  Words Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885) Music John Stainer (1840-1901) 



 

The Gospel 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (20.19-23) [GNT] 

 

It was late that Sunday evening, and the disciples were gathered together behind locked doors, because 

they were afraid of the Jewish authorities. Then Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” 

he said. After saying this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy at 

seeing the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I send you.” Then 

he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive people's sins, they are forgiven; if 

you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

 

℣   Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people 

℟  Thanks be to God 

 

 

We say together 

Affirmation of Faith 
All We believe in God the Father, 

who created the world and all in it 
and upon it sheds his grace. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who teaches us of God's truth and love 
and who dwells in our hearts. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
whose gifts are poured upon and work within each of us, 
strengthening and sustaining us with its power. 
 
We believe in one God: 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. Amen. 

 
— adapt. from Michael Perry (based on John 1 & Ephesians 3) 

 

 

Reflection 

 

 

A moment for silent reflection is kept 

 



OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
We sing 

Hymn 
O Breath of Life, come sweeping through us, 
revive your Church with life and power; 
O Breath of Life, come, cleanse, renew us, 
and fit your Church to meet this hour. 
 
O Heart of Christ, once broken for us, 
'tis there we find our strength and rest; 
our broken, contrite hearts now solace, 
and let your waiting church be blest. 
 
O Wind of God, come bend us, break us, 
till humbly we confess our need; 
then in your tenderness remake us, 
revive, restore; for this we plead. 
 
O Breath of Love, come breathe within us, 
renewing thought and will and heart; 
come, Love of Christ, afresh to win us, 
revive your Church in every part. 
 

Words Elizabeth Ann Head (1850-1936) 
Music Spiritus Vitae Mary Jane Hammond (1878-1964) 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

Notices, Announcements, & Birthdays 

 



THE GOING FORTH 

We sing 

Closing Hymn 
Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesu, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 
 
Come almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return and never, 
never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 
 
Finish then thy new creation, 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation, 
perfectly restored in thee; 
changed from glory into glory, 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love and praise. 

Words Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
Music Blaenwern W P Rowlands (1860-1937) 

Closing Responses 
 There’s a Spirit in the air 

All telling Christians everywhere: 

 ‘Praise the love that Christ revealed, 

All living, working in our world!’ 

 

 Still the Spirit gives us light, 

All seeing wrong and setting right: 

 God in Christ has come to stay. 

All Live tomorrow’s life today! 

 

 May the Spirit fill our praise, 

All guide our thoughts and change our ways. 

 God in Christ has come to stay. 

All Live tomorrow’s life today! 

 

The Grace & Concluding Amen 
 All May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

  the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all, evermore. (Amen, amen, amen). 

 


