
 
A SIMPLE ACT OF WORSHIP: 

PALM SUNDAY 
SUNDAY 5H APRIL 2020 



ORDER OF SERVICE 

Though we are not together physically, we are one in worshipping the Lord. Please add your voice and heart 

to this simple act of worship: sing the hymns1, meditate upon the reflection, pray the prayers. Everyone’s 

voice is needed to tell the Good News of God’s love in Christ.  
 

THE GATHERING RITE 
The Acclamation 

Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Peace in heaven and glory in the highest! 

 

 

Hymn   Ride on! Ride on in majesty! 
ide on! Ride on in majesty! 

Hark, all the tribes hosanna cry; 

thine humble beast pursues his road 

with palms and scattered garments strowed. 

 

Ride on! Ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 

o’er captive death and conquered sin. 

 

Ride on! Ride on in majesty! 

the wingéd squadrons of the sky 

look down with sad and wondering eyes 

to see th’approaching sacrifice. 

 

Ride on! Ride on in majesty! 

Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh; 

the Father, on his sapphire throne, 

expects his own anointed Son. 

 

Ride on! Ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

bow thy meek head to mortal pain, 

then take, O God, thy power and reign. 

 

Words HH Milman (1791-1868) 

 
1 Words reproduced under CCLI Licence No. 212756 

R 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g-qDQSjnzH8


Prayer 
Everlasting God, 

in your tender love for the human race 

you sent your Son to take our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross. 

In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and 

in the glorious victory of his resurrection; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Book of Common Worship (PC USA), p254  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven… 

 

 

THE MINISTRY OF GOD’S WORD 
The Gospel     

The Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew (21.1-11) 

 

‘As Jesus and his disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to Bethphage at the Mount of Olives. There 

Jesus sent two of the disciples on ahead with these instructions: “Go to the village there ahead of you, and 

at once you will find a donkey tied up with her colt beside her. Untie them and bring them to me. And if 

anyone says anything, tell him, ‘The Master needs them’; and then he will let them go at once.” 

This happened in order to make come true what the prophet had said: 

 

“Tell the city of Zion, 

    Look, your king is coming to you! 

He is humble and rides on a donkey 

    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

 

So the disciples went and did what Jesus had told them to do: 7 they brought the donkey and the colt, 

threw their cloaks over them, and Jesus got on. A large crowd of people spread their cloaks on the road 

while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds walking in front of 

Jesus and those walking behind began to shout, “Praise to David's Son! God bless him who comes in the 

name of the Lord! Praise be to God!” 

 
1When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was thrown into an uproar. “Who is he?” the people asked. 
 “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee,” the crowds answered.’ 

 

 

Thanks be to God for this reading from his Holy Word. 

Amen. 

 

 

Service continues on the next page. 

 



Reflection 

At 8pm on Thursday 2nd April I went into my garden to clap for the NHS, joining a nationwide round of 

applause for those on the frontline of combating the coronavirus. Doctors and nurses are not the highest 

paid people in society and in normal times we take them for granted, but in the current situation we have 

come to realise how much we all rely on their dedication, hard work and courage and so a public show of 

appreciation seems appropriate. 

 

In our Gospel reading for today we find a large crowd of people showing their appreciation for Jesus. As 

Jesus rode into Jerusalem mounted on a donkey, in fulfilment of Zechariah’s prophecy of how a king of 

Israel would approach the city of Zion, people spread their cloaks and palm branches on the road in front 

of him and shouted out praise to the Son of David. It was the high point of Jesus’ ministry. The one who 

had begun his ministry as the carpenter’s son from Nazareth had become, not only the prophet Jesus from 

Nazareth in Galilee, but also King David’s Son. 

 

However, popularity is a fickle thing. We cannot read the account of Jesus’ triumphant entry into 

Jerusalem without remembering that, less than a week later, crowds were crying for him to be crucified. It 

will be interesting to see how long our appreciation of NHS workers lasts once the current pandemic has 

become a memory. 

 

The true disciples of Jesus were those who continued to follow him through thick and thin, not those who 

were only following the crowd. They followed him on Good Friday (if from a safe distance) and huddled 

together for mutual support on Holy Saturday. They were the ones who were rewarded with an encounter 

with the risen Jesus. 

 

The coronavirus outbreak has led us to appreciate the value of caring for other people. Caring for the sick 

and vulnerable has suddenly become fashionable. The challenge will be to keep on caring when there are 

no longer nationwide rounds of applause for doing so. 

 

The Revd Iain McLaren 

 

 

A Prayer for Palm Sunday 
We praise you, Lord Jesus. 

You are our Good Shepherd. 

You watch over us and keep us safe from harm. 

You lead us to verdant pastures and bless us with abundant living. 

And so we say, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

May we continue to praise you when times are difficult. 

When our happiness is threatened by the shadow of death,  

may we remember that you are still with us. 

You gave up your life so that we might have life. 

And so may we continue to say, 

“Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

Amen. 

The Revd Iain McLaren 

 



Prayers of Intercession 
At this time, intercessory prayers are offered. The following are suggestions for things to pray on, followed by 

silent prayer, and then the response below. Do feel free to add your own petitions. 

- Our communities: for the elderly, confined to their homes and separated from family and support; 

for children, removed from school; for those who have lost their source of income; for those who fear 

for their home; for those who have no home; for those offering extraordinary, everyday kindness 

- For the sick: for those afflicted with coronavirus; for those with other illnesses and conditions which 

leave them vulnerable; for those with poor mental health; for all who suffer. 

- For all key workers: for all medical staff and hospital workers, who go to work knowing the risks they 

face; for medical researchers, seeking ways to prevent and to cure; for social workers, protecting the 

vulnerable; for care workers, providing contact and support to those who have no other help; for 

teachers, worrying about their charges; for farmers, delivery and shop workers, keeping the nation 

provisioned; for cleaners, fighting the spread of infection. 

- For the world: for the leaders of the nations and their governments; for areas most besieged by the 

pandemic; for broken places where healthcare and resources are scarce, and the pandemic brings 

further suffering. 

- For the Church: for our fellow members in the body of Christ throughout the world; for the United 

Reformed Church and ecumenical partners; for clergy, lay ministers, and all people in their care; for 

our hospital and hospice chaplains; for all who minister to the sick and the dying. 

 

The LORD of hosts is with us. 

The God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 

Collect 
Lord, grant that what we have prayed for faithfully 

we may obtain effectually, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Hymn  At the name of Jesus 
t the name of Jesus ev'ry knee shall bow, 
ev'ry tongue confess him King of glory now. 

'Tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord, 
who from the beginning was the mighty Word. 

 
Humbled for a season to receive a name 
from the lips of sinners unto whom he came, 
faithfully he bore it spotless to the last, 
brought it back victorious, when from death he passed. 

 
Christians, this Lord Jesus shall return again, 
with his Father's glory, with his angel train; 
for all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow, 
and our hearts confess him King of glory now. 

 

Benediction 
Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, 

the only wise God 

be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

A 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OI2rKRCWmOU

